
Pastor Paul’s Paragraphs 
 

“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son.”    John 3 

Do you remember being in love?  You could have been six or sixteen or 

sixty, but your days and nights revolved around that person.  You may have wor-
shiped the ground they walked on.  You may have thought that this human’s faults 

were delightful and amusing.  You wanted to spend every waking moment with 
them, because just standing next to them nourished your soul.   

Remember love? 
 

Yesterday while walking in the leaves that fall has dumped in my yard, I thought about 

Denise Taylor.  I was thirteen and I was in love.  We would walk home from school through the fall 
leaves.  Walking home I tried to memorize her face, because I knew I would just die if I did not 

see her everyday.   

And then her Air Force father got transferred to another base and Denise moved.  I knew 

positively that life as I knew it was over.  It was my first experience with puppy love, but I did sur-
vive.   

And I did eventually grow up enough to find a woman whom I am proud to stand beside 

today.  Suzie is a woman who nourishes my soul in so many ways I have lost count.   

Jesus is describing being in love.  He is talking about God being in love with you.  God re-

members you being in love with him.  Do you remember being in love with God?  Your entire life 
felt different.  Your days had purpose.   

Maybe you have never been in love with God in your life 
 

Maybe you use different words to describe being in love with God. 

It could be “spiritual formation” or “born again” or many more, but it ultimately means sur-

rendering to God’s love.  It means letting go of the bank and pushing off into the deep water.  It 
means so loving God that I give my soul to him.              

Blessings, Pastor Paul Porter 

November 2010 
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“And Jesus said, „Go therefore, and TEACH all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Fa-

ther, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”‟ Matthew 28:19 

 

Jesus’ education began at age six at the local Bet Sefer or House of the 

Book were he began to study, memorize, and be tested on the first five books of 

the Old Testament.  The children would spend from ages six through twelve in 

the Bet Sefer.  When they were twelve, there was a comprehensive oral test be-

fore the village rabbi, and only those who showed excellence were allowed to 

progress to the next stage. 

The second stage of learning was the Bet Midrash or House of Learning 

where the Old Testament books of the prophets were added to the pupil’s memo-

ries and testing.  The pupils spent two years in the House of Learning from ages 

twelve through thirteen. 

The final stage was the Bet Talmid or House of the Disciples where the 

students picked which rabbi they wanted to study with from ages thirteen through 

twenty.  The Psalms were added to the pupil’s memory and testing during this 

time.  Their testing was by this time comprehensive over the entire Old Testa-

ment. 

Please think how you would be different if you memorized a verse of the 

Bible each day.  

 
“Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you; and, lo I am 

with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  Matthew 28:20 

First Century Israel Education 

COOKBOOKS  FOR SALE 

FUMC-Winona is proud to offer 
Favorite Family Recipes 

from our many marvelous cooks. 

       Ideal Gift or Keepsake! 
 
 

See Helen Bozeman or Vicki Kay or 

an order form can be printed off the website 

www.fumcwinona.org  
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The most fundamental distinction of Methodist teaching is that 

    people must use logic and reason in all matters of faith. 

 

Also important is the acknowledgment of “prevenient,” “justifying,” 

and “sanctifying” graces.  It is taught that people are blessed with 

these graces at different times through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

                 Prevenient grace is present before we are saved from the error of their ways. 

 

                     God gives justifying grace at the time of our repentance and forgiveness. 

 

                Sanctifying grace is received when they have finally been saved from their sins. 

Methodist Distinctions from Other Protestant Faiths 

TRUNK  

OR 

TREAT  
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For those of you  
who are on Facebook, 
 please become a fan of 

 

 First United Methodist 
Church-Winona 

 

 to help build our pageõs 
popularity.  

 
 It would be great if every-
one would add a link to the 
website on your facebook 
page also. 

 

Have your own website?  

Please consider adding a link or 

linked badge to the  

First United Methodist Church—

Winona website 

 to help build our presence on the 

web. 

First United Methodist Church—Winona 
206 Tyler Street 

Winona, TX  75792 

903.877.9123 
9:30 Sunday School / 10:30 worship 

www.fumcwinona.org 

November Birthdays 

and Anniversaries 
 

 

8  Pat Schlau 

 

14  John Preddy 

 

16  Barbara Preddy 

 

19  Sandra Ross 

 

21  Tracy & Tina McFarland—A 

 

25  Jean Brady 
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Senior Game Night is now  

GAME NIGHT  

COME ONE  - COME ALL  

November 12, 2010 

6:30 p.m. 

 

Reuben Sandwiches, Chips and Potato Salad 

GAME NIGHT  

November Food for PATH is 

Canned Meat 

(Chicken, Tuna, Chili, Stew) 

A very special 
 

THANK YOU 
 

to 
 

Barbara Miller 
 

for the 
 

Prayer Shaws 

Sunday, November 21 

Hanging of the Greens  
 immediately after Church 

 before our Thanksgiving meal. 

 

Sunday, November 28 
 

First Sunday of Advent  

DATES  TO  REMEMBER  

 

KNITTERS  ANNOYNOMOUS  

TUESDAYS @ 6 p.m.  

See Barber Miller for information  



Rev. Paul E. Porter 
206 Tyler Street 
P O Box 280 
Winona, TX  75792 
 

Cell:     903-617-9240 
Office:  903-877-9123 
 

pastorpeporter@yahoo.com 
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The evidence 
 of  

faithfulness 

October Totals  

Giving:  
 

General Fund  
 

$ 3,930 

Missions  
 

$34 

Cookbooks  
 

$ 330 

 

Other  

$ 45 
 

Total Giving  
 

$ 4,339 
 

Total Budgeted  
 

$ 6,173.56 

Worship  

Attendance  
 

106 

www.fumcwinona.org 
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RESOURCES: 
 
United Methodist News Service:  (http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.1355375/k.FA13/
UMNS_News.htm) 
 

InfoServ:   (http://infoserv.umc.org)   
 

UM Reporter Interactive:   (www.umportal.org) 
 

UMNS on Facebook:   (http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?
a=ifITKWNrGaIKL3K&s=chKUK5NBKbLQI5OKKsG&m=edIKIWPrHgIWF)           
 

UMNS on Twitter:    (http://www.kintera.org/TR.asp?
a=olL5LeMPLeKYLpI&s=chKUK5NBKbLQI5OKKsG&m=edIKIWPrHgIWF)  
 

Interpreter Magazine:   (http://interpretermagazine.org/interior.asp?ptid=43&mid=7085) 
 

El' Interprete (Interpreter in Spanish):   (http://elinterprete.org/) 
 

10thousanddoors.org:   (http://www.tenthousanddoors.org)  
 

Rethink Church:   (http://www.rethinkchurch.org)  
 

UM TechShop:   (http://secure.umcom.org/store/catalog/categoryinfo.aspx?cid=16) 
 

UM Global Health Initiative:   (http://www.umc.org/site/c.lwL4KnN1LtH/b.4407745/k.89CF/
Global_Health.htm) 

FUMC-Winona 

P O Box 280 

Winona, TX  75792 
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